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Current special offers
Sparkle website builder: 20% Discount
TechTool Pro 9.5:20% Discount
AgileBits | Password 6: 25% Discount
Boom 2 Volume Booster (Mac): 50% Discount
Take Control Books: 30% Discount
Joe On Tech Guides: 20% Discount on All Books
Teams ID, a Password Manager for Teams: 33% lifetime
Discount
EverWeb by RAGE Software: 50% Discount
Eltima Software: Up to 60% Off OS X Apps
Noteboom Tutorials: 33% Off Annual Memberships
Prosoft Engineering: 25% Discount
Que Publishing Products: 35-45% Discount
SlideShark iPad PowerPoint Viewer: Free App plus Special
Offer
Opus ][ Complete Collection: 25% Discount

iPad Beginners - apps and features
Technical table - tech talk, complex issues
and hardware

Software SIG - most popular apps to
download and how you can make them!

We'll kick off the evening with our regular
Newsbyte presentation. Our Raffle Prize
this month will be a San Disk Connect
wireless. 200GB of wireless storage in a
memory stick!

Please also come along to our Summer
Picnic and Photo walk in Green park on
August 19, Ipm. Check our website for
details.

MacBook Pro

A touch of genius.

Learn more > Buy »
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Twelye Years with Apple: But
are the pIpS beginning to
squeak!?

keep a recurring diary note for June 16 to

remind me that | have been a Mac user since

this day in 2005. It seems a small thing, but it was
an important milestone in my computing career. [t
also led indirectly to the start of Macfilos which, in
2008 started life as a commentary on technology
in general and Mac in particular. Since then | have
segued predominately into photography but | still
remember to write a few posts on technology as
the fancy takes me.

My first Mac (well, almost, the long-gone

Mac mini came three days earlier). This 2005

y first Mac (well, almost, the long-gone Mac mini came three
days earlier). This 2005 PowerBook G4 is still running but takes
forever to start and has developed an unpleasant musty smell,
sniffyniscent of body odour. But.... It does boast a 1.67GHz pro-
cessor, 1.5GB of RAM and a commodious 75GB drive. Back in
2005 this beast was state-of-the-art stuff and | was more than
chuffed with my purchase. It is running OS X Leopard (10.5,8)
but that would have been a later update. It would originally have
been supplied with Tiger. In those days Macs were built like tanks
(-...this feels like one) and had a very definite geeky following. In
the intervening years my Macs have come and gone in number;
but I have held on to this PowerBook for old times’ sake
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But back to 2005. Throughout the latter
part of my working life, VWWindows in its various
guises was the operating system | favoured. |
had tried Macs but didn't like them — there
is no doubt that earlier Macs were somewhat
quirky and alien to those who had grown up in
the Microsoft camp.

Defection

My defection to Mac came about quite
by accident. | had been casting an eye over
the Apple world for a year or two when, in
mid 2005, a friend told me he had bought a
Mac mini for £299 and had connected it to
an existing monitor and keyboard. He was
enthusiastic, | was less so. But he pointed out
that Apple had a full refund policy — as it still
does — and that | could try out a mini for a
couple of weeks and then return it if | didn't
favour the experience. Paradoxically, my friend
did just that. After infecting me with the Apple
virus he decided to get his money back.

The 2005 Mac mini was definitely my first
Mac, if only by three days. At £299 it offered
many waverers an easy way into world of
Apple. Just look at all those now-defunct ports.

So it was that |2 years ago | walked into
the Apple Store in London’s Regent Street
for the first time. Previously | hadn't known it
existed. | was immediately impressed with the
layout and the knowledgeable staff. | paid for
the mini and carried the tiny box home.

Within an hour | was up and running and
liking what I saw. In fact, in under a day | had
decided to change over entirely to Mac. This
wasn't as easy as it sounds, though. It turned
out that | would be saddled with Windows in
one way or another for a few years more.

But my main computing platform became
the Mac mini. Within three days | was back at
the Apple Store buying a |5in PowerBook G4
laptop — which | still keep for old times' sake.
[t still works when switched on, but it weighs
a ton and is loaded with some long-forgotten
version of the operating system. One for
the museum, | think. In short order after that
Damascene moment, a Cinema Display and
a keyboard and mouse for the mini arrived.

By the end of July | was an Applefanboy, red
in tooth and claw, seeking ways of extricating
myself permanently from the troublesome

All the articles on this page come from Michael Evans
www.macfilos.com. These and many others are well
worth reading.
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world of Windows.

[t wasn't easy at the time. | jumped on
Apple’s bandwagon just at the point where
Macs were moving from the almost exclusive
domain of the enthusiast to the wider pastures
of general acceptance. There was still relatively
little software for Macs, especially for someone
used to the wonderful (in the prolific sense)
world of Windows. Some specialist tasks, in
particular the running of my then accounts
system, were just not easy on the Mac |2 years
ago.

For a time | kept my old Sony laptop
as a backup and for use with certain legacy
applications, including, for a time, my accounts
system. Eventually | purchased a Windows
emulator for Mac and was able to run those
applications which | couldn't replicate with native
software.

Good riddance

Such problems soon disappeared, although it
was at least six years before | could completely
rid myself of the emulator: My tax calculation
program, TaxCalc, stubbornly resisted Macisation
until just a few years ago. Before the Mac version
was available | had to use the emulator. It got
to the point where the emulator was fired up
just once a year to handle my tax return. It was
a nuisance because, after a full year I'd forgotten
the basics of using the emulator. On the day
TaxCalc announced a Mac version | deleted the
emulator with great ceremony and uttered a
sighed of relief.

By this time Macs had become mainstream.
A headcount at a typical Starbucks would
typically result in seven Macheads out of ten
laptop users. Macs came to dominate the
student scene. Apple was considered the darling
of the geeks, offering a grown up, intelligent
approach to its customers, explaining things and
not leaving the customer out on a limb as was
often the case with Windows. Easy service and
access to local Apple Stores obviously helped.
But the great benefit of the Mac was its relative
immunity to malware. More significantly, the
halo effect of first the iPod and then the iPhone
did more than anything persuade waverers to
migrate to the Mac. After sampling and liking
the iPhone, users welcomed the Mac's operating
system with its tight integration with their new
go-to portable computer:

Apple's new HomePod speaker is late to

the party and is not available until the end of this
year: It sounds good, but at around £300 it will
have strong competition from established players
such as Amazon

In the past two or three years, though, this
advantage has been gradually whittled away
as Windows (and to some extent, Google’s
Chromebook) have won wider acceptance among
the cognoscenti. Malware is an increasing threat,
but by no means as dangerous as it is for the
typical Windows fan. The most significant reason,
| believe, is Apple's dumbing down of the Mac in
the wake of the success of the iPhone and iPad.
Less attention as been paid to Macs, far more to
iOS which, undertandable, is the major money
earner.

| believe, though, that Apple ignores the
Mac at its peril. Applications such as iTunes and
Photos have become intrusive and annoying; and
a number of pro products such as Aperture, have
been ditched in favour of lesser, more widely
focused general applications. Mac computers have
recently taken a back seat, the Mac Pro especially
so. Apple is in danger of losing a generation back
to other operating systems unless it puts some
real muscle behind the Mac. The over-emphasis
on iOS is at the expense of the Mac. While it
can be justified in the light of market share, it
is a fundamental disservice to the people who
supported Apple so faithfully in the past. If Apple
loses the opinion leaders, undoubtedly the rest
will follow.

At under £50, Amazon's little Echo Dot is
almost an impulse
purchase. [t is
cheap and cheerful
but also of good
quality and works
well. It has a
speaker, which
is fine for voice
interaction, but can
also be connected
to any speaker

At under £50,Amazon’s little Echo
Dot is almost an impulse purchase.
It is cheap and cheerful but also of
ood quality and works well. It has
system. | also find i spegker,t\i,/hich is fine for voice
Alexa a, more interaction, but can also be connected
congenial helpma‘[e to any speaker system. | also find
than Apple's Siri. Alexa a more congenial helpmate
Dots are growing  than Apple’s Siri. Dots are growing
like Topsy in my like Topsy in my home and have
home and have just just taken on the added burden of

taken on the added sWwitching lights on and off a voice
command

3 continued on page 4
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burden of switching lights on and off a voice
command

Despite all this, | am not about to defect
to another operating system. | have always
liked Apple’s comprehensive commitment to
hardware and software, in direct contrast to
the Microsoft franchise model. But Microsoft is
fighting back. The Surface is a very attractive and
competent device and there are rumours that
the Redmond giant is eyeing further expansion
into hardware. Admittedly, the company's stores,
designed to take on Apple at its own game,
were an abject failure, but that doesn’t let Apple
off the hook or justify any sort of complacence.

Ecosystem

Apple’s main strength undoubtedly lies in its
unparalleled ecosystem. Most people don't think
about this aspect any more and that in itself
is a tribute. They just accept that everything
synchronises and, by and large, it all works well.
Indeed, membership of the Apple ecosystem
is perhaps the major reason to stay faithful. It
helps sell more iPhones even when the allure
of competitors is strong and prices cheaper.
People like the safety and reliability of the Apple
system and will keep coming back for more —
unless Apple really makes a dog’s dinner of its
hardware offerings.

So, after twelve years with Apple | am
as committed as ever; but | am by no means
unaware of the advances being made by other
technology companies. Apple has lagged behind
in several areas - voice interaction, for instance.
Siri was seen as revolutionary when it was
introduced, but now Apple is now no longer
supreme. | have to confess | prefer Alexa to Siri
and have just added a few more Echo Dots to

the rot for me after |2 years? |

the household. Will | buy the Apple HomePod
when it becomes available in
December? I'm not sure this time
round. Alexa does a good job,
even though | have so far resisted
being dragged any deeper into the
Google infrastructure. HomePod
comes late, if not too late, is
very expensive (compared with
Amazon’s Echo and Dot). At the
moment, too, | don't much care
for Siri.

Could Alexa be the start of

Apple’s new HomePod
speaker is late to the
party and is not available
until the end of this year.
It sounds good, but at
around £300 it will have
strong competition from
established players such
as Amazon

don't really think so, and | hope

not. But the world is no longer all

Apple’s to rule. Tim Cook and his

colleagues need to try just a little

bit harder

| make no excuses for filling this
The 2005 Mac mini was
definitely my first Mac, if only by |
three days.At £299 it offered
many waverers an easy way into
world of Apple. Just look at all
those now-defunct ports.

edition with this MacFilos contribution because

Michael Evans allways writes the most independent

and compelling pieces on Apple products and

policies and this is a must read for all Apple users.
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